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From Weftminfter, February 7. 


EW born Infants are 

like Rofes jult peeping 

out of the Clifts of their 

Hoods, young and ten- 

der; and old People 
as faded Flowers at the end of a 
Summer’s Day. This Thought a- 
rofe in me from a Vifit I lately made 
to a Gentleman whofe changeable 
Fancies occafioned fuch kind of Re- 
fictions ; he was a Painter and a 
Poet, two things which are feldom 
to be found in oneand the fame Per- 
fon. Having lived a pretty loofe 
Life for the {pace of fixty Years, in- 
dulging his youthful Pathons, and 
following the Humours of the Times, 
whereby he got into dangerous Ac- 
quaintance ; after he found himfelf 
grow weak, he call’d for his Pencils, 
Canvas And Colours, and ordered 


the Room where he lay to be illumi- 
nated with Wax-Candles, that rhe 
Sun Beams might be fhut from his 
Eyes, fignifying, that as he had _hi- 
therto drawn {everal obfcene Pictures 
by the Light of the Moon and Stars, 
fo now he would paint out Figures 
reprefenting Modefty by the glim- 
mering of Tapers, at a. time when 
his Hands began to tremble. It is 
with me (faid he) as with thofe who 
are ufed to drink excellent Wine late 
in the Evening ; their Relifh grows 
dull,nothing will ferve their turn but 
the ftrongeft Liquors. A Majeftick, 
Natural and Uniform Eloquence 
grows infipid when People are ufed 
to it; they are for witty Strokes and 
Flights, the Day light is not fufhci- 
ent for them ; they want flathes of 
Lightning; and] am now {feized 
with the fame Diftemper. ‘The de- 
figning of common Portraitures 
would not fatisfie this Gentleman’s 
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Humour, he muft needs go upon 
fomething more Curious, to’gevive 
his Genius. He thought Himfell hap. 
py to be employ’d in deftribin 
the Beauty of Chaftiry, in viewo 
thofe who often faw him deciphering 
Naked Images. The only good 
A&s ‘he remembered to have done, 
ewere hisPainting our fome of the an- 
cient*Fathers of the Church by their 
Perfonal Signs, as St. Gerafimus by 
that of a Lion, St. smbrife by a 
{warm of Bees, Sr. Auguftin bya 

ung Child - Sr, Gregory by a white 

idgeon; and his having prevented 
the propagating of Atheifm at Vien- 
na, ‘Then looking towards me he 
related the Story in fhort. He faid 
there was in his Time, a Poet in 
Germany, of a reftlefs and Fraétious 


Spirit. who having got him(elf Fa- 
miliarly acquainted with hve fine 
Wits, of whom himfelf was one, be- 
gun to fpread fome pertiicious and 
abominable Maxims againft theDeity, 
which had already flagger'd thofe 


Vertuofo’s. When I perceived (faid 
the Painter) that they were charm’d 
with the Novelty of thofe falfe No- 
tions, I ftood up againft that impi- 
ous Man. and fetled the wavering 
Minds of the other Four, and of 
mary whom that wretched Fellow 
had corrupted by his erroneous Do- 
Grine. My Brother (faid he) was 
the Grit who fided with me, and co 
pied out that fine French Poem againit 
the Atheifts, which begins thus ; 


O Ciel, é Terre, ¢ Mer, é Diew pere 
Comimun, &c. 

@ Heaven, O Earth, OSea, O God 
the Common Father, Ge. 


Turnebus made a fine Speech ina 
like Caf®againitan Athetft, and Sc. 
Martha an excellenc Poem in Iam. 
bick Verfes, intit led, In Mexestium, 
without naming him,becauf@ he was 
a profligate Rafcal, whofe Name 
would have dehi’d ones Writings. 
We did not give over (faid the Pain- 
ter) till we had got that infamous 
Monfter condemn’d to Death by a 
Decree of the Emperor, and accor- 
dingly he was hang d and burnt with- 
out the Gates of the City. — Had ir 
not been for us, continued he, per- 
haps the greate(t part of Italy would 
be a fink of Atheifm at this prefenc 
timc,e{peciallyif he had been counte- 
nanc'd by us to introduce his dete fta- 
bleMaxims.Such were the lalt Words 
of the dying Painter, the Circum- 
ftances of whofe Burial were as re- 
markable as his Actions. He defir’d 
his Body might be conveyed from 
Hejiminjier to London at two a Clock 
in the Morning, inthe fame manner 
as that of a Jefuit who was carried 
from Sainte vove Strect to the Con- 
vent of the Celefins,without Torches, 
without any Pomp, and without any 
Mourners, with this Addition, that 
his Corps fhould be put into a Deal- 
Coffin, without Hinges, Nails, or 
any manner of Ornament, attended 
to the Church only by fix old Watch- 
men, with Lanthorns and Cand!es in 
their Hands, and twelve Parifh-Boys 
finging the cighteen laft Verfes of 
the Poemshe made the Day before he 
dicd ; as alfo that the little Pieces of 
Painting he drew in his !ate Sicknefs 
fhould be laid in cheGrave with him, 
lock’d up ina [trong Iron Box ; be- 
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lieving that thofe Effigies of Vertue 
which he drew by the light of Ta- 
pers in his old Age, would appear in 
Oppofition againft the obfcene Pi- 
€tures he had made in his youthful 
Days by the light of the Moon and 
Stars. 





From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
February 8. 


N E would fometimes think when 

he looks never fo little abroad, 
that the World is cither a Being al- 
moft blind, or of a very ftrange Na- 
ture ; for fhe plays with fome People 
a hundred fcurvy Tricks, in the 


whole Courfe of their Affairs, while 
there are others out of whofe way 
fhe removes all Obftacles, and takes 


care to hand to them a thoufand fa- 
vourable Opportunities. Experience 
furnifhes us every Day with abun 
dance of Inftances of both thefe forts. 
] have feen in Italy Pi€tures of very 
curious Fancies ; upon one fide of a 
Landskip has been reprefented an 
idle Man lying ina Yatch on a Pil 
low of Gold, and whole fholes of 
Fifhes intangling themfelves in his 
Net. whilft he is afleep. On the 
other fide of the Landskip was pain- 
ted out an indultrious Perfon roiling 
in anopen Wherry, calting his Nets 
often into the Warer, and drawing 
them up withour meting with any 
Draught but Weeds and Rwhhes. 
The Lord Chancellor Bacon is of O 
pinion, that Cear had not fo effe- 
Qually encouraged the affrighted Pi- 
lot in the Tempeft, if he had faid, 


_ than 


Be not afraid, thou carrieft Cefar and 
his Vertue ; as he did by faying, 
Fear nothing thou carrieft C«/ar and 
his Fortune The Polite and the In- 
genious are little regarded in this 
Age, they are oftener fvenin Rags 
Fools and Sluggards. It’sa 
wrong Notionto fiy, Poverty is only 
the refule of Imprudence, and that 
Riches arealways obtained by a wife 
Conduct. The winning Gamefter 
does not always play better than the 
Lofer, neither does the enriched 
Merchant furpafs thofe who do not 
grow rich, in the Knowledge of 
Trade, Induftry or Circum{peétion. 
No Perfon is ignorant, that in thofe 
Games which depend on Chance, 
an Invilible Somewhat prevails, 
which contributes more to Lofs or 
Gain, (nan whatever depends upon 
the Skill of the Gamefter. There are 
Days on which he wins large Sums; 
this is not owing to his playing 
with greater Application, or with a 
more ignorant Gamelter; but he 
hasa good Game, the very Cards 
are dealt hiin which he wants. or 
the Dice turnaccording tohisWithes. 
On other Days, he experiences the 
quite contrary: Nay, even before 
he rifes from his Seat, he finds the 
Change of Fortune; heiis lucky in 
the beginning, afd unlucky at the 
end. He lofes the litt Hour, more 
than he he won in all the foregoing. 
There are Men, who immediately 
afrer they begin to play, find their 
good or ill Luck, and perceiving 
thatthe Day does not favour them, 
they are fo wife as not to pufh any 
farther, and give oucin good time. 
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Not rhar they diftruft cither their 
Skiil or Capacity, but what does nor 
depend on them. This invilible 
fomewhat does not fo apparently 
reign in Trade, ‘tis neverthclefs cer- 
tain that Perfons of the meaneit Ca- 
pacity, and of very little Judgment, 
by buying and filling thofe Bargains 
which a Man of clear Parts and 
greatk.xpericnce wotid by no means 
venture on, frequently gain immenfe 
Sums. It may pafs for a general 
Rule. thar thofe who acquire the 
moft Riches by Trade, are not either 
more intelligent or more indultrious 
than feveral others whofe Gain is 
very moderare ; the latter are not 
therefore fuch Favourites of the 


World as the former. There is then 
a good or ill Chance in human Lite 
independent on Prudence or Jmpru- 


dence. “There is fome Chimerical 
Being that isinvifible both to the 
Eye and tothe Reafon I'll fuppofe 
a Fact not only .very poilible, but 
which may be proved by feveral Ex 

amples, An Admiral goes out with 
a Fleet to take an IMland in December. 
If the Storms or Froft come upon 
him he is not likely to fucceed , but 
it the WV inds be favourable, and the 
Weather moderate, hell prove vi- 
&torious. He meets with feveral fuc- 
ceilive Days of tine Weather ; no 
Tempetts nor hard Frofts intcrrupt 
his Enterprize ; the Enemy is weak, 
and the Iiland furrenders before bad 
Weather comes on. Another Ad- 
miral fails upon the fame account in 
Fune, and is likely to be victorious if 
the Seafon maintains its a 


Courfe ; but if the Windsblow crofs, 


or the Weather be hazy, which oc: 
caftons feveral Diftempers in the 
Ficet, he will not be able to put his 
Defign in Execution. The Seafon 
turns abfolutcly irre gular, F«/y is like 
January for Storms and Cold, the E- 
nemy are {trong ; the Men fickly ; 
and the Horics dye. He finds him- 
felf fore’d to return into Harbour. 
Can vou poilibly afcribe the prof 
perous Voyage of the frit to Con- 
duct, and charge the ill Succef$ of 
the fecond to Folly ? This waod!d 
be a very rude Cenfure ; for in the 
brit, the tavourable Opportunities 
could not be forefeen no more than 
the crofs Accidents reafonably be 
look'd for in the latter. There are 
a hundred fortuitous Events. which 
we can no more pry into before 
hand, than we can devile an Engiac 
to fhoot through the Globe of the 
Earth. Thefe Thoughts have been 
very lively dcfcribed by feveral cu. 
rious Types. “The French King has 
in his Repotiory the Figure of a 
Globeturnmg round. On one part 
of it 1s reprefented a glorious Sun ri- 
fing out of a clear Sky and a Coun- 
try very fruitful. “The other Part is 
only lighted by the Moon under a 
Cloud, and the Soil borren. There 
fit upon the Globe Twelve Princes 
or Rulers, Three who do Good, 
Seven who do Evil, and Two who 
are common, and in the midft be. 
twixt both. The Inhabitants are 
continual y offering Sacrifices to one 
or the other of thefe Powers, fome 
with Succe{s, and fome without it. 
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